Researchers at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) in Bethesda, Maryland are studying
the use of an immunotherapy medication called Pembrolizumab, with two other
chemotherapy medications, Capecitabine and Oxaliplatin.  Oxaliplatin and
Capecitabine are widely used to treat different types of gastrointestinal cancers. The
researchers want to see if when these medications are used together, they will support
the immune system to better fight cancer cells. Pembrolizumab targets PD-1, a protein
found on T cells that helps control your body's immune system response. When PD-1
aftaches to PD-L1 (a protein found on some cancer cells), it can stop T cells from killing
the cancer cells. Therapies like Pembrolizumab can make it harder for cancer cells to hide
from T cells, so that the immune system can find them and try to attack them. We hope
this combination when given together, may result in a new a way of treating patients with
biliary tract carcinoma (BTC).
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